
 

 

 
 

Food Pyramids 
 
When an animal is at the ‘top of the food chain’, this means it is rarely if ever eaten by another animal. 
Humans, eagles and lions are examples of animals found at the top of a food chain or food pyramid.   
 
A food pyramid is similar to a food chain, except a pyramid also shows the number or total biomass of plants 
and animals. Biomass is the dry mass of the organisms in a food pyramid. It measures how much the plants 
and animals in a food chain would weigh if they were dried out, leaving only biological material.  
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Eagles at the top of this food chain or food pyramid are third 
order consumers. There are fewer eagles than snakes.  
 
 
Snakes in this food pyramid are second order consumers. 
Animals that eat both plants and animals are called omnivores, 
while animals that mostly eat meat are called carnivores.  
 
 
Mice are first order or primary consumers. Animals (like mice) 
that eat plants are called herbivores. They are usually found on 
this next level.  
 
 
Plants (such as grain) are producers. Plants are found at the very 
bottom of a food pyramid. They’re called producers because they 
make their food using the process of photosynthesis. 
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